THE 
FRIENDLY 
GIANT 


Bright sunshine 
welcomed visitors to the 
Leys Fair on Saturday 
September 9th, as did 
the giant face of the 
latest sculpture from 
BLAG (Blackbird Leys 
Arts Group). 

In keeping with the 
spirit of community art, 
visitors were invited to 
join in decorating the 
lower half of the two- 
part wicker sculpture, 
adding ribbons and 
other bright adornments 
to create a "Skirt". 
Children played and 
crawled around the 
base of the sculpture. 

However, the BLAG 
creation was just one of 
many attractions that 
beguiled visitors to the 
Leys Fair. 


Turn to centre pages for 
our full report and 
pictures. 


COMMENDATION FOR LEYS CYCLING 


From left to right: PCSO Laura Jones, Acting Chief Constable Sara 
Thornton, PCSO Jacqui Harris and PCSO Simone O'Dell 


THREE POLICE COMMUNITY Support Officers (PCSOs) have won 
a prestigious award for their work on the Leys. Jacqui Harris, 
Laura Jones and Simone O'Dell all received Chief Constable's 
Commendations for their work in the community. They were the 
first PCSOs in the country to receive such an award. 

The three women have been familiar faces on the Leys since 
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they started work in April 2005. They have forged links in the 
community and provided a welcome presence on the streets. 
PCSO Simone O'Dell said: "I feel it's a great achievement. 
We've worked hard from day one, and it's been a real team 
effort on the estate. It's nice to be appreciated." 

Simone's colleague Laura Jones added: "We're pleased and 
proud. We've been accepted well in the community, and people 
are pleased that we're here." 

Mari-Claire Tutty joined the team in April this year, shortly 
before the Parish Council presented them all with brand-new 
bicycles for getting around the estate more quickly. Although 
she is too recent an appointment to share in the award success, 
she shared in her colleagues' delight: "I think it's brilliant." 

Oxford LPA Commander Supt Jim Trotman said of the team: 
"In terms of restoring a sense of security on Blackbird Leys, the 
work these officers have done is nothing short of spectacular. 
Their contribution to community reassurance has been 
immense." 

And what of the future? The team are adamant that they 
won't be leaving the Leys any time soon. As Simone O'Dell puts 
it: "Our plan is to continue with the same work we've been 
doing." 
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MENU ENCLOSED 
Unit 2, Dunnock Way 
Blackbird Leys 

Oxford, OX4 7EX 

tel: 01865 775849/50 


45% DISCOUNT ON ALL ORDERS 
OVER £15 WITH THIS VOUCHER 


BUY 2 MAIN DISHES GET 1 FREE 
WITH THIS VOUCHER 


“VALID UNTIL 31/10/06 | 
FREE HOME DELIVERY ON ALL ORDERS OVER £15. 00 ONE OFFER PER ORDER - PLEASE QUOTE “LNOFFER” WHEN PHONING AN ORDER 


FREE STARTER OR VEGETABLE SIDE | 
DISH ON ORDERS OVER £15.00 
WITH THIS VOUCHER 
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Leys News 51 


Leys News is a not-for- 
profit business dedicated to 
providing news and 
information to the whole 
community. We are not 
affiliated to any political 
party, and we operate an 
equal opportunities policy. 
We encourage any residents 
to get involved in our work. 


Contact: 

Leys News, 26 Kingfisher 
Green, Greater Leys, 
Oxford OX4 7BX 


Phone: 
01865 711756 


Email: 
mail@leysnews.co.uk 


Website: 
www.leysnews.co.uk 


Who’s Who? 


Board of Directors: Penny 
Wood, Chuma Nwokolo Jr, 
Roy Simmonds, Wendy 
Spray, Etain O’Carroll, Peter 
Stevenson, Gerry Webb. 


Editorial committee this 
issue: Phil Citrone, Julian 
Dourado, Kohinoor Sahota, 
Roy Simmonds. 


Editor: Kate Griffin 


Layout and design: 
Julian Dourado 


Business Development 
Co-ordinator: 
Philip Citrone 


Distribution co- 
ordinators: Gary and 
Amanda Jones 


Volunteers and 
contributors: Dr Barry 
Harker, Jim Hewitt, Stuart 
Mabbutt, Kohinoor Sahota, 
Debbie Scrivener, Roy 
Simmonds, Jennie Travis. 
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Leys News Editor Kate Griffin 


WELCOME TO THE October issue of 
Leys News. As usual, it's packed full of 
news and views about the Leys, thanks 
to the hard work of all our volunteers. 
If it wasn't for the volunteers who 
report, take photographs and proof- 
read, you wouldn't be reading this 
newspaper. They come from all walks 
of life and about the only thing they all 
have in common is that they care 
enough about this community to give 
up their time for the community 
newspaper. 

The idea of "community" is 
something I've been thinking about a 
lot lately. How can a newspaper with a 
few part-time members of staff and a 
handful of volunteers be 
representative of the community it 
claims to speak for? How can we 
possibly be sure that we're writing 
about the issues that people here care 
most about? One solution was to go 
out there and ask residents, so the 
Leys News team headed to the Leys 
Fair and conducted a survey. We 
grabbed people and asked them to 
choose which issue on our list was the 
most important to them. If their 
biggest priority wasn't on the list, we 
asked them to tell us what it was. The 
interesting results are printed on the 
centre pages of this issue. 

The scale of the response was 
almost as interesting as the results. 
We estimated that around 20 people 
would take part in our survey, so we 
were astonished to find that a total of 
80 people responded. It's clear that 


many of you have strong opinions 
about the Leys, and you're not afraid 
to express them in forthright, 
articulate ways. But if that's the case, 
why are so few people involved with 
Leys News? 

A newspaper measures its success 
not just by circulation numbers, but 
also by the level of reader participation 
- letters to the editor, phone calls, 
competition entries, even complaints. 
By that measure, Leys News would 
seem to be failing - yet everybody who 
gave feedback on the newspaper was 
full of praise. So why have none of 
these caring, opinionated, hard- 
working people ever got in touch with 
us before? 

One resident mentioned to me in 
conversation that the last issue of Leys 
News had failed to cover two events 
that he considered to be very 
important. He criticised the paper for 
missing such important stories, but it 
hadn't occurred to him (or anybody 
else involved in the events) to tell us 
about these events at the time. 
Although we do our best to get around 
the estate and pick up on all the 
gossip, it's impossible for such a small 
group of people to find out about 
everything ourselves. 

So what's the answer? Should we 
develop psychic powers, or perhaps 
use CCTV cameras to monitor every 
inch of the estate? Our non-magical, 
low-tech solution is to give you the 
opportunities to tell us when you think 
something is newsworthy. 

The next Leys News. editorial 
committee meeting is on Monday 
October 2nd at 11am. It's a chance for 
residents to come along to Kingfisher 
Green and tell us what's happening. At 
the same time, you can also give us 
feedback (both good and bad!) on this 
issue of the paper. If you can't make 
that date, we're always contactable by 
phone or email. Remember: it's your 
paper. If you don't like it, it's in your 
power to make it better. 

KATE GRIFFIN 
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Daily Mail Protest 


From left to right: Cllr Brian Lester, Cllr Barbara 
Gatehouse, Cllr Val Smith, Cllr Lee Cole, Cllr Rae 
Humberstone and Andrew Smith MP, pictured next to 
the Glow Tree at the Leys Linx Centre. 


A CONTROVERSIAL Daily Mail article has sparked a 
storm of protest on the Leys. The article, ostensibly 
about the success of the Police Community Support 
Officers (PCSOs), described the area in a very 
negative light. Many residents have already contacted 
the Daily Mail to complain about the article, which was 
published on September 6, while Leys councillors 
organised a formal protest to register their 
displeasure. 

Councillor Brian Lester, Chairman of Blackbird Leys 
Parish Council, said: "We feel that the reporter totally 
misrepresented the residents of our estate, coming 
very close to libelling us. We will be issuing a 
statement and sending it to the Daily Mail in the near 
future." 


Cycling Bishop to visit Sacred Heart 
The Most Reverend Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of 
Birmingham, will be visiting the Sacred Heart Church 
on October 17th for the confirmation of many Leys 
residents into the Catholic faith. Most of those being 
confirmed at the evening ceremony will be 
youngsters. Revd Nichols heads the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Birmingham, which includes 
Oxfordshire. He hit the headlines in 2004 when he 
cycled a gruelling 235 miles through his diocese to 
raise money for youth work. 


What’s on Weekly 


The Barn Youth Project 
Mondays, 5.30 - 8.30pm for ages 
8 and upwards. 

Wednesdays, 7 - 9pm for 13's 
and over. 

Music technology, sport, art, air 
hockey, pool, table tennis and lots 
more. 


Boxing 

Boxing sessions take place every 
Tuesday and Thursday evening 
from 7:30pm to 9pm. The 
sessions are run by Paul Daglish 
at the Youth Centre, part of the 
Leys Linx Centre on Blackbird 
Leys Road. 


Brownies 

Thursday, 6pm-7.30pm 
Holy Family Church Hall 
(for 7 to 11 age group) 


Counselling 

The Listening Centre is a chance 
to talk to a trained counsellor. It 
runs in the evenings, Monday to 
Thursday, at Cuddesdon Corner 
Family Centre. Times are 5.30- 
8.30pm. 

The Listening Centre also runs at 
the Clockhouse, 10am-4pm 
Tuesdays, 1pm-4pm Wednesdays 
and Thursdays and 10am-1ipm 
Fridays. This service is only open 


to over-16s, and only by 
appointment. 
Ring Margaret on 0870 2419025. 


Dovecote Afterschool Club 
Monday to Thursday, 3.15- 
4.45pm 


Leys Kiddies Club 

Drop-in on Mondays and 
Thursdays 9.30am-2.30pm 
(termtime only) for O- to 5-year- 
olds. Generally held at the 
Dovecote in the Green Room, but 
could be subject to change. 
Telephone Ruth Brown on 07985 
637487. 


Scouts 

Beaver Scouts (ages 6 & 7) meet 
Tuesdays 5pm-6pm. 

Cub Scouts (ages 8 & 9) meet 
Tuesdays 6:30pm-8pm. 

Scouts (ages 10-14) meet 
Thursdays 7pm-8:30pm. 


The Edge —- Youth Club 
Wednesdays ipm-4.30pm at 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre. Evening drop-in coming 
soon. 


Holy Family Church: 
Sunday service 10am, 
with lively children’s church. 


Irish Dancing 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, 5pm 
at Sacred Heart Hall. 


Lunch clubs 

Monday Lunch Club for the over- 
50s (formerly run by Age 
Concern) runs in the Clockhouse 
from 10am to 1.30pm. 
Thursday Lunch Club for the 
over-50s runs at The Barn, 
Nightingale Avenue, from 10am 
to 2pm. 


Saturday Club 

The Dovecote Saturday Club 
starts Saturday 7th October. 
10am-ipm, £1.50 per session per 
child. Make new friends and enjoy 
a variety of activities. 

Ring Carol on 01865 712299. 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Sunday Mass, 9:30am and 6pm 


Slimming World 

7pm Thursdays and 10am Fridays 
at Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, 
Pegasus Road 


Stay & Play 

Activities for parents and carers 
to do with their children. Also 
singing and story time. Just drop 
in to Cuddesdon Corner, 


Cuddesdon Road, on Mondays 
and Fridays. 


Swimming at Blackbird Leys 
Pool 

General swimming times: 
Mondays: 5.45-6.45pm & 7.15- 
9pm, 

Saturdays & Sundays: 11.15am- 
1pm. 

Water Workout: Tuesdays and 
Fridays 12-1pm. 

Swimming for the over-60s 
(free): Mondays 11:30am- 
12:30pm. 

Swimming for the over-50s: 
Wednesdays 12-1pm. 
Women-only swimming: Friday 
5:45-6:45pm. 

Ducklings Parent & Toddler 
classes: Thursdays 12-1pm 
Info: 01865 467042 


Over 60s Club 
Wednesdays 2pm-4pm 
at the Holy Family Church Hall 


Under-5s Church 
Child-friendly church for pre- 
schoolers at the Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church. 

11am on the first Friday of the 
month (next one October 6th) 


If you have a regular event that you would like to see in the What's On Weekly section, please tell us! 
Write to What's On Weekly, Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX. Or simply e-mail 
editor@leysnews.co.uk, putting "What's On Weekly" in the e-mail's subject heading. We'd love to hear from you. 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | Ph: 01865 711756 


CAN YOU SPEAK FATALUKU? 


Their ancestors are part of daily life; there's no official written version of their language; and they're very superstitious about crocodiles. 
What's more, you've probably passed them in the street here in Oxford. I'm talking about the Fataluku-speaking people of East Timor, some of 
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A model of a traditional 
Timorese house 


whom are living right here on the Leys. 
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Jim Hewitt (Halus6), Anjulino da Concercao (Karasumalai) and Dinis dos Santos da Silva (Raimoe) 


MANY LEYS RESIDENTS know Jim 
Hewitt from his role at the Credit 
Union, but you might not know that 
Jim, 62, is also known as Haluso. 
Fataluku speakers tend to have two 
names: a Portugese-sounding 
baptism name and a Fataluku name. 
Jim was given a Fataluku name by 
his Timorese friends in recognition 
of his proficiency in the language. 
Unlike other Asian languages, all 
the sounds in Fataluku are possible 
for European speakers to 
pronounce, which made it easier for 
Jim to learn it. 

Jim introduced me to two 
Fataluku speakers who have made 
their home here. Dinis dos Santos 
da Silva, whose Fataluku name is 
Raimoe, moved to the UK in 2002, 
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while Anjulino da  Conceicao 
(Karasumalai in Fataluku) followed a 
year later. They came here partly 
because of the conflict in East 
Timor, but also because they 
wanted to learn English and 
understand British culture. 

Anjulino said: "The UK is very 
different from East Timor. I had 
travelled in other parts of Europe 
before coming here, so I could 
adapt easily, but the culture is 
completely different. I keep the best 
bits of my culture!" 

Anjulino estimates that there 
are about 20 East Timorese people 
in Blackbird Leys, and over 400 in 
Oxford as a whole. They see 
themselves as a community and 
keep in touch, often visiting each 


other's houses to eat and chat. 
However, not all the East Timorese 
people speak Fataluku; it is only one 
of many languages spoken in East 
Timor, mainly by people who live on 
the east side of the island. Jim 
estimates that between 80 and 90 
Fataluku speakers live in Oxford. 

The conflict in East Timor has 
driven many Fataluku speakers 
from their homes to seek refuge all 
over the world. Anjulino, Dinis and 
others are using their time away 
from their home country to 
communicate with other Fataluku 
speakers in far-flung places. They 
are trying to create an international 
community to share news, and in 
this they have found an ally at the 
IT Hub - Joe Rosa, who is in the 
process of setting up an online 
chatroom for Fataluku speakers to 
talk to each other. 

Meanwhile, Jim is doing 
something never attempted before - 
compiling the first ever Fataluku- 
English word-list. The list has about 
6,000 words, arranged according to 
categories of meaning. Jim's plan is 
to make this list freely available 
through the website he and _ his 
Timorese friends are creating. His 
task in compiling the list was even 
more daunting than it might at first 
seem, since there is no_ official 
written version of the language. Jim 
had to make decisions about the 
spelling through consultation with 
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native speakers. 

And what about the crocodiles? 
They are associated very strongly 
with the country and with the 
ancestors of the people living there. 
The story goes that East Timor was 
created by a boy riding on the back 
of a crocodile, and when you look at 
the outline of the island you will see 
where the myth comes from. 
Anjulino explains that to say the 
Fataluku word for crocodile - /avei - 
is taboo when you are about to 
cross water, in case the crocodiles 
hear you. For this reason, people 
use the word for "grandfathers" as a 
euphemism. 

He ruefully tells me the story of 
the time when, as a young boy, he 
was about to cross a bridge with his 
family when he jokingly used the 
word /avei. His family were not only 
shocked by his use of the word, but 
refused to cross the river at that 
point, walking miles out of their way 
to the next bridge. That brought it 
home to him just how important the 
crocodile is as a mythical figure - 
and how dangerous. 

Here in the UK, Anjulino and 
Dinis continue to work, keep up 
their English studies and enjoy life 
on the Leys. If you see one of them 
in Oxford, perhaps you'll greet them 
with a friendly "Enica rau-rau?" Just 
don't say "/avei". 


FIVE MINUTE-GUIDE TO FATALUKU 


Our quick guide gives the Fataluku 


words for three common English 


expressions, as well as how to pronounce them. 


English Fataluku 
How are you? 
What is your name? 


Goodbye Puru pale 


Enica rau-rau? 
Enay umani? 


How to say it 
Enicha row-row 
Enay oomanee 
Pooroo parlay 


Dunnock Way drugs raid ‘sends out strong message’ to criminals 


POLICE ARRESTED TWO people 
after a raid at a house on 
Dunnock Way, Blackbird Leys. 
The raid, which took place on the 
morning of August 17th, yielded 
drugs worth around £300, cash 
and what is believed to be stolen 
property. 

Eight officers, including some 
from the Leys neighbourhood 
team, forced entry to the house 
after intelligence led them to 
believe that there may be drugs 
and a stolen motorbike at the 
address. 

Around a half-ounce, or £70 
worth, of what is believed to be 
potent 'Skunk' cannabis was 
found in a bag in the kitchen, 
along with a small set of digital 
scales and a smaller individual 
bag of cannabis. Around £300 in 


cash was found nearby and has 
been seized. 

In an upstairs bedroom two 
more bags, each containing 
around an ounce of what is 
believed to be cannabis was 
discovered. 

In another bedroom a small 
amount of what is believed to be 
crack cocaine was found. 

A 33-year-old woman was 
arrested on suspicion of drugs 


possession. 
A 14-year-old boy was 
arrested on suspicion of 


possession of Class A drugs, 
cocaine, and the theft of a motor 
vehicle. Both were taken to St 
Aldates police station for 
questioning. 

Sgt George Mynehan, of 
Cowley police station, said: "The 


residents of Blackbird Leys have 
voiced their concerns that drug 
dealing is taking place on the 
estate and that they want police 
to do all they can to stop it and 
this raid is in response to these 
demands. 

"We develop _ intelligence 
gathered by police and that given 
by the community to provide 
evidence to allow us to gain a 
warrant, this can take time but 
when we have that evidence we 
will act. 

"These arrests and seizures 
should send out a strong message 
to people across Oxford that the 
public are fed up with criminals 
making their life a misery and 
that the police will do all they can 
to enforce the law. 

"We need the community to 


work with us and to report 
suspicious activity, particularly 
drug use and supply, to us so that 
we can build our intelligence. By 
doing this we can work together 
to make the city a safer place to 
live and work." 

Anyone with information on 
drug use and supply, or any other 


criminal activity, can pass 
information either to their local 
officers, at their local police 


station or through the 24-hour 
non-emergency Police Enquiry 
Centre on 0845 8 505 505. 


If you have information but do 
not want to speak to police and 
do not want to leave your name 
you can contact the 
Crimestoppers charity on 0800 
555 111. 


PC Steve Lockwood forces entry 
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Competition 
Winner 


The most recent issue of Leys 
News asked readers: "What 
were Robin Hood's band of 
followers called collectively?" 
The answer is of course the 
"Merry Men". Congratulations go 
to Mrs Julie Joyce, whose 
postcard was the first correct 
answer to be drawn out of the 
editor’s hat. 


Editorial Meeting 


The next Leys News editorial 
meeting will be on Monday 
October 2nd at 11am. It's your 


chance to tell us about all the 
stories we've been missing, or 
give us some feedback on the 
paper. Come along to our offices 
at Kingfisher Green. 


Can u spel rite? 


Leys News is on the lookout for 
eagle-eyed proofreaders who can 
spot mistakes before we go to 
press. We're not asking for a big 
time commitment - in fact, just 
an hour per issue would be a 
huge help. 

If you have a strong grasp of 
the English language, please 
contact us on the usual phone 
number, email 
editor@leysnews.co.uk or drop 
into our Kingfisher Green offices. 


LOOK OUT FOR B. 5, 


} ‘OUR INCOMPARABLE 


CONKER : 
COMPETITION 
IN OCTOBER! 
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NEED AN EXTRA NUDGE TO GET HEALTHY? 


A new scheme is set to help Leys residents with everyday health worries. Meet the Health Trainers. .. . 


ISN'T IT GREAT when you're full of energy, 
breathing freely, looking good and feeling 
up for anything? Yet this is not always the 
reality for many of us - in fact, a lot of 
people have health niggles that could 
benefit from some changes in lifestyle. Even 
people with an underlying health problem 
can often improve how they feel by making 
small changes to things like diet and 
exercise. And the lucky ones who feel fine 
now can stay feeling that way by giving 
their health some extra attention. 

This is where Health Trainers come in. 


We care at the Square 


about your own health and what matters to 
you. So, if you smoke like a chimney but the 
time is not right to give up, and what you 
really want to do is lose some weight, we 
will let you get on with the smoking, and 
focus on other things like diet and exercise. 
Of course, if you want to look at the 
smoking another time, that's something 
we'd be more than happy to do! 

Health Trainers have been trained to 
have a good basic knowledge of health 
issues. They understand things that can 
stand in the way of good health, such as 
money, time and family pressures. When 
you meet up with Glen or Anne, they will 
really listen to you and help think through 
some simple steps you can take to improve 
your health. This might involve going along 
to a more specialist service, or it could be 
something really straightforward that you 
can do at home, like small changes to what 
you eat. You can then arrange to meet back 
with Glen or Anne to see how things are 
going - having someone to talk to who is 
interested in how you are doing can 
definitely help you to stay on track. 

Hopefully after a few weeks you will feel 
some serious benefits! 

Anne and Glen will be around and about 
at community events and local projects. You 
can also contact them on: 
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The new Oxford Healthy Living Partnership 
scheme, supported by Oxford City PCT (the 
NHS) is now up and running in the Leys, 
Rose Hill and Barton. Adults living in these 
areas can now benefit from a= free, 
confidential, one-to-one service dedicated 
to supporting you to make lifestyle changes. 
Glen and Anne work in Blackbird Leys, and 
can offer support in areas such as stopping 
smoking, weight management or getting 
involved in a new exercise plan. 

Exactly what you get support with is up 
to you - this service is all about thinking 


Anne Thompson: 07876 475033 or email 
anne_healthtrainer@yahoo.co.uk 

Glen Murray: 07876 475007 or email 
glen_healthtrainers@yahoo.co.uk 


For details of Health Trainers in other 
areas call Zoe on 01865 715577. 


) you can! 


at Slimming World 
we're full of surprises 


Friday Morning, 
10am 

The Leisure Centre 
Pegasus Road, 

Blackbird Leys 

Tel: Gill on 01865 730009 


Shins ; 
ANOR A 


discover the amazing you 


a warm and friendly welcome awaits you 


08700 75 46 66 


www.slimming-world.com 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | Ph: 01865 711756 
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The Day the Romans Returned 


BY ROY SIMMONDS 


THE WEATHER WAS looking fine on 
Saturday August 19th when I arrived at 
The Barn to find the Romans were back... 
after an absence of 2,000 years. 

Roman craftsmen demonstrated their 
skills in leatherwork and metalwork, while a 
potter was busy at his wheel. But this was 
no invasion - it was an event organised by 
the Museum of Oxford to celebrate the 
great importance of the Leys in Roman 
times. 

Kate Toomey, Museum _ Education 
Officer, explained: "Greater Leys was of 
national significance. Archaeologists found 
seven kilns here, as well as between 
11,000 and 12,000 fragments of Roman 
artefacts in the area between Fry's Hill and 
Acacia Avenue." 

Road names like Pottery Piece still 
reflect the area's rich heritage. Then as 
now, the reason for this area's importance 
was location, location, location. The main 
north-south Roman road from Dorchester- 
on-Thames to Alchester passes only half a 
kilometre east of the Blackbird Leys area, 
so the Leys was ideally placed to be an 
important site for the pottery industry. 

Kate Toomey added: "The area within 
Grenoble Road was excavated prior to 
development in 1995. Five zones were 
selected on the basis of specialist research, 
including the field walking surveys and 
geophysics surveys. There was evidence for 
Bronze Age, Iron Age and post-mediaeval 
activity on the site. The Roman activity was 
focused on the 2nd and 3rd centuries, 
although there was some evidence for 
earlier and later Roman use of the site." 

Visitors to the exhibition had a chance 
to see the ancient pots discovered on the 
site for themselves, while children had 


BLACK HISTORY MONTH 


Treasures at 
the Ashmolean 


October is Black History Month and 
the Ashmolean Museum will be 
celebrating with a literary evening on 
October 7th. Visitors will be able to 
hear inspiring poetry and stories from 
Writer in Residence Chuma Nwokolo. 

The evening will also involve a tour 
of the Ashmolean's "Treasures" 
exhibition, featuring items from all 
over the world. A curator will explain 
the significance of certain artefacts to 
the black community. If that wasn't 
enough, there will also be a 
performance by a local gospel choir. 

Henrietta Gill, Education and 
Outreach Officer for the Ashmolean, 
said: "This event certainly is unusual 
for the Museum, and it is incredible to 
have Chuma as our Writer in 
Residence - he brings such a different 
perspective to our redevelopment 
project." 

The event will be from 5:30pm- 
8:30pm on Saturday 7th October. 
There is no charge, but booking is 
required because of restricted 
numbers. Ring 01865 288181 or see 
www.ashmolean.org for more 
information (under Events). 

Chuma Nwokolo, who combines his 
writing career with a place on this 
newspaper's Board of Directors, has 
written the following poem to 
celebrate the forthcoming literary 
evening. 


Journeys 


Top: work in progress: 


some hands-on experience of mosaic- So, when your ISP telephones 


making. Meanwhile, others tested their 
archaeological skills by digging for 


fragments in a box of sand. 


pottery found in the Leys 


The two-day event was well attended, 


and visitors left with 


greater 


understanding of the customs of our 


Roman ancestors. 


Right: Museum Education 


mosiac at the Barn 


Above left: Roman 


Officer, Kate Toomey 


A Cold, Judgmental Town 


Autism is frequently in the headlines, but rarely gets cinematic attention. Kohinoor Sahota reviews a 
recent attempt to tackle the subject on the big screen. 


Alan Rickman as Alex and Sigourney Weaver as Linda 


WHEN ANY FILM or TV 
programme about autism is 
produced, parents of autistic 
children are quick to take 
notice. 

Snow Cake will certainly 
have the same effect on the 
parents and Oscar judges 
alike. Since the mother of an 
autistic son has written the 
script, both audiences will 
warm to the sense of sincerity 
it has throughout. 


Snow Cake begins where 
most films end. Alex (Alan 
Rickman) picks up hitchhiker 
Vivienne, and their car crashes 
in an accident. When Alex 
escapes unharmed he meets 


Vivienne's —high-functioning 
autistic mother, Linda 
(Sigourney Weaver), and 


becomes involved in her life. 
Even though the _ film 

features an autistic character, 

this is not the main focus. 
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Instead the director (Marc 
Evans) realistically portrays 
how everyone around Linda is 
able, and unable, to handle 
her situation. 

Most of the action takes 
place in Winnipeg, Canada - "a 
judgmental town" of 
presumptuous neighbours. 

When one _ over-friendly 
neighbour remarks, "I know all 
about autism - I've seen that 
film!" (the "that", of course, 
referring to Rain Man), you 
realise that this niche 
production has no intention of 
making a blockbuster out of 
people's mental difficulties. 

A lot of the film is actually 
spent exploring emotions 
associated with death: 
sadness, anger, guilt and 
eventually peace. At times the 
story tackles too much at once 
- making it longer than it need 
be. Nevertheless, prepare to 
be moved. 

The script intertwines 
sensitivity with sarcasm. It has 
a unique way of making you 
teary-eyed one moment, and 
laughing out loud the next. 


At no point do you feel like 
you are being preached to. So 
Linda's (and obviously the 
filmmaker's) point comes 
across perfectly: "No two 
snowflakes are alike." 

Snow Cake will certainly 
bring autism back into the 
headlines for a short while, but 
you will leave the cinema 
thinking about much more for 
much longer. 


Snow Cake (15) features 
Alan Rickman, Sigourney 
Weaver, Carrie-Anne 
Moss, David Fox, Jayne 
Eastwood, Emily 
Hampshire and James 
Allodi. 

The film is directed by 
Marc Evans and 
distributed in the UK by 
Momentum Pictures. 

It will also be released 
on DVD by 2Entertain. 


with an installation date, 
wait. 


Wait for the camel. 


For the journey is the message, 
and it cannot be emailed. 


& though the river be dead, 
though her bed be dust, 
this just may be the day of the month 
of the year of the century 
that it rains... 
By Chuma Nwokolo 


Win with BMW 
Group Plant 
Oxford! 


Every issue you have a chance to win 
special prizes with BMW Group Plant 
Oxford. As well as sponsoring this 
page, they are holding a draw for 
readers to win goodie bags. To enter, 
tell us the answer to this question: 
Which month is Black History Month in 
the UK? 

Send your answer, name and address 
to Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, or 
ring us on 01865 711756 


BUILDING PRIDE IN OUR CITY J\ 
SPIRES 


LEISURE & CULTURAL SERVICES en 
ESBODYPUMP's here! 


New classes starting 2nd Oct at Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
Mon 8-9pm Wed 7-8pm Thu 5-6pm = Sat 10-11am 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


www.oxford.gov.uk 


PLAYZ@ONE available for under 8’s 


Mon, Wed & Fri 9.45-11.45am 


Lots of fun at Blackbird Leys pool 


- Free swimming for under 17's - Ladies only session 

- Adult & family only sessions - Primetime session 

« Swimming Lessons - Water workout ; 
@eoc slice » 

Contact centres for information: 

Barton Pool 01865 467290 Hinksey Pool 01865 467079 

Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 01865 467020 Oxford Ice Rink 01865 467002 

Blackbird Leys Pool 01865 467040 Peers Sports Centre 01865 467095 

Ferry Sports Centre 01865 467060 Temple Cowley Pools 01865 467124 
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| * childcare available MORRING AFTERNOON | 
| MORDAY ESOL class* Stay & Play for families with young children ran) 1 | 
| t 10.00am - 12.00pm 1 12.30pm - 2.30pm wee. [ 

! (English for Speakers of Other Languages) ' The Listenin a yo 
i g Centre Sp i 
[ | Phone the Able Centre 01865 776334 5.00pm - 9.00pm, Phone 0870 241 9025 @— | 
| [Gameenipeecrangree ee +] 
TUEIDAY | PEEP for 1-year-olds Childcare NVQ Level 1* 12.00pm - 2.30pm f 
| ' 9.30am - 11.00am Parent Talk, 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm | 
[ Call 01865 395145 (Support group for parents with teenage children) ' l 
WEA mosaics group* Starts 31 October , Call Rosie Hill 01865 559386 
| Call Cynthia 01608 677913 The Listening Centre | 
[ 1 9.30am - 12.00pm 5.00 pm - 9.00 pm, Phone 0870 241 9025 H i 

WEDNESDAY ‘! Women together sewing group*§ ii (atti(tés «SE Creative Group for children and parents® = i 
| ' 9.30 am - 12.00 pm 12.30pm - 2.00pm | 
| Call Pauline 01865 779615 The Listening Centre ! [ 

PEEP plus 5.00 pm - 9.00 pm, Phone 0870 241 9025 ' 
| + 10.00am - 12.00pm, Call 01865 395145 | 
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| THURSDAY (Health Visitor Drop-in & Family Surgery : Young Parents' Drop-In, 1.00pm - 2.30pm | 
I seat aesee le ' The Listening Centre | 
t ( : 5.00pm - 9.00pm, Phone 0870 241 9025 

FRIDAY Childminding Drop In 1 Stay & Play lunch 
| | 9.15am - 11.00am | 11.30am - 2.30pm : | 
[ 1 Call Rosemary on 07748 355086 ! (small fee) I 
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||SATURDAY | °%'s Zone : 7 7 t 

1 Every 2"¢ and 4th Saturday of the month. Z@ For more information contact the 
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[eee Rue elec ath a ee ORR ee ' | 01865 773263 l 
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Back pain can cost an arm and a leg 


Every year half of Britain's adults will have severe back pain. It affects 80% of us at some 
time and it costs the UK a staggering £6 billion a year. Registered osteopath Dr Barry 
Harker explains why it is such a problem - and why it needn't be. 


WHILST MANY PEOPLE 
associate back pain with a 
slipped disc, it is far more likely 
to be due to simple straining of 
the stabilising muscles and 
ligaments around the spine. 
These important structures 
brace the spine and protect it 
from the stresses of bending, 
lifting and other everyday 
activities. When they are 
damaged, the small (facet) 
joints between the vertebrae or 
the important sacro-iliac joints, 
where the spine joins the 
pelvis, can be wrenched and 
sprained. 

Of course slipped discs do 
occur and they can be very 
serious, but fortunately they 
are relatively rare and few 
require surgery. The discs are 
tough, jelly-filled pads between 
the vertebrae which give the 
spine its flexibility and act as 
shock-absorbers. They don't in 
fact slip anywhere, but under 
extreme pressure (or when 
weakened by disease) they can 
bulge or burst completely, 
pressing on nerves and causing 
extreme pain in the back and 
down the leg, with other 
alarming symptoms as well. 

So back pain, whilst 
common, is seldom sinister. Yet, 
as most of you will have 
noticed, it is extremely 
distressing, both physically and 
emotionally. Why? 

The answer is largely in the 
how the body responds to the 


Seasonal 
Shout-out! 


The December issue of 
Leys News will be 
printing festive greetings 
from readers. It costs 
£10 to place a message 
of up to 30 words. If 
you would like to send 
out a seasonal message 
to your loved ones, 
contact Leys News on 
the usual number 
(01865 711756). 


injury. The initial pain triggers 
off intense protective muscle 
spasms, discouraging 
movement and hopefully 
preventing further damage. But 
the tense muscles become 
painful too. The added pain 
automatically stimulates further 
muscle spasm, causing even 
greater pain, and so on- a 
classic vicious circle. Unlike in 
other situations, the body's vital 
in-built self-healing mechanisms 
are thus disabled and the scene 
is set for many weeks of 
suffering. 

Perhaps because it is so 
common, or because the exact 
cause is not always definite, 
your back pain may not be 
taken seriously - by employers, 
friends, family, sometimes even 
doctors. Anxiety and depression 
follow, and weight begins to 
increase as exercise drops, 
increasing the frustration, anger 
and loss of self-esteem and 
adding further to problems at 
home and at work - another 
vicious circle! 

A positive mental attitude is 
vital for recovery. Naturally you 
should avoid anything which 
triggers or aggravates the pain. 
But don't spend too long in bed 
- get active again as soon as 
possible, using simple pain- 
killers initially unless advised 
otherwise. Heat relieves the 
spasms but can make things 
worse later on - cold-packs are 
much more effective, without 


Funtime at the Leys 


On Thursday 24th August, three 
housing associations held a afternoon 
of fun with a bouncy castle, music, 
and fast food. The event, organised 
by OCHA, Catalyst Communities and 
Dominion Housing Group, was well 
attended and enjoyed good weather. 
The three organisations took the 
opportunity to ask the public about 
the services they provided, requesting 
feedback by providing forms which 
could be filled in at the tables. 
Children enjoyed the bouncy 
castle, while others relaxed and 
listened to the music being played. 
The event lasted from 4pm to 8pm. 


Backbone of the community: 
Dr Harker practises at the 
Leys Health Centre 


the side-effects. 

Seek expert help. Delay 
causes unnecessary suffering 
and possibly complications. If 
your back pain persists have a 
word with the doctor, or contact 
a registered osteopath to 
discuss whether osteopathy 
could help you. 

Modern osteopathy is a safe, 
gentle and effective answer to 
most back pain problems - and 
you won't have to wait weeks 
for an appointment! 


Dr Barry Harker is an 
experienced osteopath who 
runs a practice at the new 
Leys Health Centre, and in 
Marlow, Buckinghamshire. 
For further advice or to 
arrange an appointment, 
contact Dr Harker on 01628 
477965. 


STOP PRESS: 


Big John’s Halloween Show 
Leys singing star John "Big 
John" Humphries will be giving 
a Halloween performance at 
Cowley Community Social 
Club (opposite Cowley 
Centre). At the time of going 
to press, exact details had not 
been confirmed. Contact the 
Social Club for exact dates 
and times. 


Turn to page 10 to read more 
about Big John 
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Belt Up... 
or pay £500 


DRIVERS TRAVELLING WITH children are now subject to new seatbelt 
laws. As of September 18th, you are now required to ensure that any 
young passengers in your vehicle are wearing the correct kind of child 
restraint. Children aged under 12 or less than 1.35 metres in height 
are required to wear the correct child seatbelt. 

As a driver, you have responsibility for ensuring that all passengers 
in your car are wearing the correct seatbelt. If you are convicted of 
failing to ensure that a child passenger is wearing the correct seatbelt, 
you could face a fine of up to £500. 

As a driver, if you are convicted of failing to ensure that a child 
passenger is using an appropriate child restraint or wearing a seat 
belt according to the legal requirements described above, you could 
face a fine of up to £500. 


See www.childcarseats.org.uk for more information. 


HALLOWEEN TRADITIONS 


It's a time for silly costumes, ghost stories and trick-or- 
treating. But how many of us know why Halloween is 


celebrated in this country? 


THE NAME IS our first clue as 
to the festival's origins. 
"Halloween" is short for "All 
Hallows Eve"; that is, the night 
before All Hallows (Saints) 
Day. In the Christian calendar, 
November ist is known as All 
Hallows Day because it is a 
day to celebrate all the saints. 
For this reason, a superstitious 
tradition was established that 
all ghosts and nasty spirits 
would use the previous day 
(October 31st) to wreak havoc 
on the world - one last chance 
to let off steam before the 
holiness of All Hallows Day 
drove them out again. 

That's an appealing 
explanation of the Halloween 
festivities, and one that many 
people accept. However, the 
origins of Halloween run 
deeper. If you look at the 
Celtic calendar, often depicted 
in the form of a wheel, you will 
see that late October is the 
date of Samhain, the Celtic 
festival that celebrates the end 
of summer. 

When Christianity came to 
Britain, the Church realised 
that pagan traditions were too 


strong to stamp out, so it 
simply changed the official 
significance of Celtic festivals. 
Many of the old festivals 
continued, but the origins were 
forgotten. 

The Pagan Celts celebrated 
Samhain by gathering together 
indoors for warmth and safety. 
They would eat, drink and 
occasionally dress up in 
costumes of animal skins. How 
different is that from a 
modern Halloween party? Even 
traditions such as apple- 
bobbing are ultimately derived 
from Pagan thanksgiving for 
the fruit harvest. The only 
tradition that has fallen out of 
favour is that of lighting a 
bonfire - and we do that less 
than a week later, ostensibly 
for Guy Fawkes Night. 

Without even knowing it, 
most of us are doing exactly 
as our ancestors did at this 
time of year. We're seeing 
friends, having fun and 
dressing up in silly costumes. 


So, whether you call it All 
Hallows Eve, Samhain, or 
simply Halloween, enjoy 
October 31st. 
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BORED AND WANT SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT T0 DO? 


The Barn Youth Project is open: 
Mondays 5.30 - 8.30pm for ages 8 and upwards 
Wednesdays 7 - 9pm for 13's and over. 


MUSIC TECHNOLOGY... SPORT... ART... 
AIR HOCKEY... POOL... TABLE TENNIS... 
& LOTS MORE.... 


Parents! we need Management Committee members 
to help run and fundraise to keep the Clubs going. 


Call the Leys Linx Centre for more information 


on 01865 402070 


Summer at 
Leys Fair 


The Leys Fair on September 9th was widely 
acknowledged to be a huge success. The event 
was held partly inside Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre on Pegasus Road and partly in the 
surrounding park, so that visitors could enjoy the 
fair both indoors and outdoors. 


THE LEYS FAIR had everything 
you might expect from a fair - 
and more. Anybody expecting 
traditional entertainment would 
have been pleased with the raffle, 
the hurdy-gurdy man and the 
burger van. However, other 
attractions gave the fair its 
unique flavour. The eye-catching 
interactive sculpture from BLAG 
(pictured on our front page) was 
one talking point, while the 
delicious Caribbean food gave the 
day its true flavour. Meanwhile, a 
group of DJs took turns to 
provide a soundtrack to the day. 

Children loved all the 
fairground-style attractions, 
including a bouncy castle and a 
spooky house. They also enjoyed 
face-painting, balloon animals and 
an exciting show from children's 
entertainer Magic Ian. 

Co-organiser Paul Isaacs said, 
“It was good to see so many 
people out enjoying the weather 
and all the attractions. There was 
no trouble at all, and everybody 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. It 
was great to see such a range of 
ages represented, too.” 

The Leys News team had a 
stand at the fair and took the 
opportunity to chat to local 
residents about their priorities. 
We asked people to vote on the 
issues that mattered most to 
them by placing stickers on 
pieces of card. 

Drugs appeared as the top 
priority for residents, with 28 
stickers, while vandalism followed 
with 18. One resident described 
drug dealers and vandals as "the 
biggest problem" and suggested 
draconian ideas for getting rid of 
them. 

In third place was a tie 
between childcare and leisure. 
Leys resident Charlie Forster 
commented: "Drugs are a 
problem, because we don't want 
our children growing up in that 
environment, but childcare is 
good on the Leys." Others echoed 
his comments. 

On the subject of leisure, 
many survey participants 
expressed frustration. Su 
Fitzsimons commented, "There's a 
lack of youth facilities on Greater 
Leys. It's OK spending money on 
the leisure centre, but if people, 
especially the youth, can't afford 
to use it, it's a waste." Other 
people surveyed expressed 
concern about the future of boys' 
football on the Leys. The general 
consensus was that leisure 
activities, especially those 
involving exercise, should be 
cheaper to access. 

However, many people said 
that they were happy with leisure 


on the Leys, including John "Big 
John" Humphries, who said: 
"There's always something to do 
heres, 

Transport appeared to be the 
least important issue, with only 
two votes. One weakness of our 
survey was that, while 
participants were asked to name 
the most important issues, 
regardless of how good or bad 
they thought they were on the 
Leys, most people named the 
issues that worried them the 
most. It may well have been for 
that reason that so few people 
named transport as a priority, 
despite the fact that it was 
variously described as "essential", 
"brilliant" and "making it easy to 
livetneres 

Safety was one issue that 
wasn't on our list but was 
mentioned by several visitors to 
the stall as their biggest. Some 
residents thought that more 
should be done to increase a 
feeling of security on the Leys, 
particularly after dark. 

Our survey was by no means 
scientifically rigorous, but it has 
provided an interesting snapshot 
of what matters most to people 
on the Leys. Leys News will be 
taking it into account when 
planning future issues. 


See opposite for some individual 
responses to our survey. 


Main picture: Feathered friend: 
Leys kids admire BLAG’s giant 
sculpture. 


Bottom left: Kids let off steam on 
the bouncy castle. 


Bottom middle: The spooky ghost 
house proved popular. 


Bottom right: Former Leys News 
Editor Becky Telford. 


Left: Councillor Susanna Pressel, 
Sheriff of Oxford, with Darren 
James. 


All pictures: Roy Simmonds. 
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VOX POP: 
Leys Priorities 


As your community newspaper, it's our job to write about the 
issues that are most important to Leys residents. However, it's not 
always obvious what matters most to you. So we asked visitors to 
the Leys Fair: What's the most important issue on the Leys? 
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Above: "There's plenty of 
transport, and we don't need 
childcare now ours are older! 
There is plenty of vandalism 
and too many drugs. I can 
stand in my kitchen and watch 
the dealers. The police don't 
want to know." Sue Philimore 
"There are plenty of leisure 
facilities here - kids have 
plenty to do. But I'm 
concerned about the recent 
changes to the boys’ football. 
We're supposed to be 
encouraging kids to exercise, 
but now I've heard that the 
boys' team is being charged 
money just to use the 
changing rooms." 

John Philimore. 


Left: "The most important thing 
is boys' football, which they've 
now stopped. Exercise for young 
people is supposed to be a 
priority, but money goes on all 
sorts of other things and the 
football doesn't get the funding it 
needs to go on." 

Tracey O'Malley, 

with sons Dean and Philip 


eh Are 


Right: "Childcare for younger 
kids is important, but we also 
need more for older kids 
coming out of school. 
Transport here is great, so it's 
not a problem, but it's one of 
the good things about the 
Eeysas 

Averil, Annie and Lisa 


Left: "Leisure is important. 
There should be more 

_ information about things to do. 
There's so much fantastic stuff 
available, but people don't 
know about it." 
Steve Spiers 
with son Adam, 8& 


+ 


Above: "Leisure is important 
because of how it affects your 
health. I'm glad there's a new 
project based at the leisure 
centre, getting people to 
enjoy exercise by finding out 
what kinds of exercise they 
like." 


Below: "Apathy is the biggest LESS 2 


issue on the Leys. We had a 
recent meeting for Friends of 
the Park, and only one 


Below: "Opportunities. 
Providing opportunities 
means giving people self- 
esteem and the 
confidence to take control 
of their own lives." 

Paul Isaacs 


person turned up." 
Brian Lester 


Above: "Drugs are a 
problem - there are always 
loads about." 

Jolean, with son KD, 15 
months. 
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Curry Testing at Leys News 


LEYS NEWS REVIEWERS had 
a delicious evening when 
they decided to sample fare 
from Chillies Bangladeshi 
and Indian Takeaway. The 
Leys News tasting team - 
Phil Citrone, Kate Griffin, 
Kohinoor Sahota, Roy 
Simmonds and _ Penelope 
Wood - enjoyed a range of 
dishes from the new 
takeaway on Dunnock Way. 

The chicken balti was the 
star dish, cooked in the 
Chillies signature sauce with 
green herbs and_ spices. 
Reviewers also praised the 
lamb bhoona, a dry medium 
spiced dish with a_ thick 
sauce. 

The vegetarians were 
delighted with the range of 
choices on_- offer, but 


Serving up a treat: the Chillies team 


Picture: Phil Citrone 


eventually opted for the 
vegetable bhoona, the saag 
paneer and the mixed rice. 
At Chillies, rice is more than 
a simple side dish — you can 
choose from seven different 
kinds of rice, including garlic 
fried rice, pilau rice and 
mushroom rice. 

Other dishes that got the 
thumbs-up from our 
reviewing team included the 
chilli chicken and the biryani 
dishes, but it would be 
difficult to single out any one 
dish for especial praise. 
However, the verdict from all 
reviewers was that top 
marks should go to Chillies 
for the delicious fare, and it 
probably won’t be too long 
before our next visit. 
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BIG JOHN - EYE OF THE TIGER! 


amen aiee a 


acoat 


Karaoke King: John Humphries 


THERE AREN'T MANY aspiring pop 
stars who are also part of a 


classically trained — choir, but 
Blackbird Leys’ resident John 
Humphries is one of them. If you 


didn't catch John's appearances on 
ITV's xX Factor, you'll almost 
certainly know him from The Singing 
Estate, the Channel 5 show that 
turned a bunch of Leys hopefuls into 
a classical choir. 

For John, better known on the 
estate as Big John, the love of pop 
music came first. He first got the 
buzz of being a performer when he 
started belting out hits like Eye of 
the Tiger as part of the karaoke 
night at the Duke of York pub in 
Oxford. Inspired by the reception he 
got when singing live, Big John set 


Picture: Kate Griffin 


his sights on bigger things, and 
applied to X Factor in the hope of 
getting his big break. He has now 
been rejected three times by the X 
Factor judges, but takes the setback 
in his stride. 

He describes the nerve-wracking 
moments before the judges as "a 
buzz" and says that he enjoys it so 
much he has no intention of giving 
up. After his most recent 
unsuccessful appearance, he gave 
judges Paula Abdul and Sharon 
Osbourne one of his trademark 
hugs. He is even generous towards 
Simon Cowell, whose vicious verbal 
attacks have made many aspiring 
singers crumble. While other 
unsuccessful contestants are full of 
vitriol for TV's Mr Nasty, Big John will 
only say: "He's got his job to do." 

The X Factor appearances turned 
Big John into something of a local 
celebrity. He is often asked to sign 
autographs by people who spot him 
on the estate. Once a group of 
schoolchildren shyly asked him for 
an autograph, only to return the 
next day and ask for another one - 
on behalf of their teacher! He 
describes the attention as "cool" and 
jokes that he's ready to do cheesy 
celebrity tasks like opening 
supermarkets. 

Little did he know when he first 
appeared on X Factor that he would 
soon be getting a lot more screen 
time - as a classically trained singer. 

It all started with a notice that 
John spotted in his local doctor's 
surgery, asking for aspiring singers 


to form a choir with classical 
conductor Ivor Setterfield. The rest 
is television history. Thousands of 
other viewers nationwide followed 
the group of Leys hopefuls all the 
way from auditions to their final 
triumphant performance at the Royal 
Albert Hall. Big John was accepted 
for the choir as a cover - someone to 
sing if one of the main choir drops 
out - but he was determined to 
become a full member of the choir. 
Persistence paid off for John and the 
other covers, as Ivor invited them all 
to sing in the Albert Hall concert. For 
Big John, that was the best moment. 

So what of the future? John is 
busy singing with the choir, doing his 
karaoke performances and talking to 
music labels about a_ possible 
signing. He feels that he has become 
even closer to fellow choir members 
since filming ended: "They're all nice 
people in the choir. We didn't know 
each other before it started, but now 
we're all friends. It's much easier 
getting to know people without the 
cameras around." 

There was one person who 
wasn't impressed by Big John's 
training - Simon Cowell. When John 
returned to the X Factor judges and 
sang Mustang Sally, he had lost the 
roughness in his voice that makes 
the song a success. Simon sneered: 
"Sack your coach, he's done you no 
favours." But, as Big John points out, 
"He didn't say 'Don't come back'." 
Whatever the future holds, it's clear 
we haven't heard the last of Big 
John. 
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Over the four weeks, 50-60 young people aged 9-19 attended per day. 


Young people had a choice of activities which included:...kids café, 
street dance, an ‘inflatable’ registration day in the park, DJ workshops, 
sport, art, break dancing, fashion design, MTV video making, table tennis, 


graffiti design, puppet show making, ice skating. 
And a trip to Alton Towers. 


There was an extra venue this year at Pegasus Primary School, which was 
attended by 60 young people aged 8-13. They enjoyed dancing, sports, 


art and games. 


The young people, staff and volunteers all worked very hard, 
and it showed on the final performance night, when everyone showed off 


what they’d learnt and made during the four weeks. 


With over 200 young people attending the project altogether, here’s to another 10 years! 
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By Stuart Mabbutt 


Gardening writer Stuart Mabbutt explains the 
benefits of more natural growing methods, and 
why big business is a problem for farming. 


ONCE AGAIN THIS article has been 
inspired from a question a reader has 
put to me. 

This month the question was: "Do 
you think gardening the organic way 
is the way forward and the future for 
gardening?" 

Well, personally, I think it could 
be one version of a possible future. 
That is, if we decide to go down that 
path. Unfortunately, when big 
business get hold of a popular 
product, they are motivated by 
profit. Often they don't hold healthy 
values, so the essence of the basic 
product is lost somewhat, before the 
consumer gets their hands on it. 

Organic products can be a way 
forward in the future, but I feel if 
those charged with the responsibility 
of supplying them are too focused on 
profit, then that organic future may 
not reach its full potential, leaving us 
potentially disappointed and thinking 
of what might have been if it wasn't 
for a handful of greedy individuals. 

That said, organic approaches are 
certainly a healthier way forward in 
the coming years if we can get back 
to basics. 

Gardening and agriculture in 
general appears to have almost come 
full circle. Before man-made 
pesticides and fertilisers were 
brought in, we relied purely on 
organic products. 

Farms seemed to always be a 
mixture of arable and livestock- 
based, allowing a constant supply of 
manure to plough back into the land. 
Often there was enough manure left 
over for local gardeners to add to 
their plots too. Local manure was a 
sure way to incorporate a material 
into the land so as to have as 
humus-rich a soil structure as was 
possible, thus allowing enough plant 
nutrients to provide adequate 
harvests. 

Pest and disease control largely 
seemed to focus on natural predators 
and, because these enemies of plant 
pests were not themselves poisoned 
by chemicals, a balance was 
maintained. 

When the scientists got their 
hands on the food-producing 
industries, food producers saw huge 
increases in harvest sizes, their bank 
accounts expanding with the growth. 
All this was induced by the 
introduction of artificial fertilisers and 
weed control programmes. 

The scientists made pest and 
disease control easier too, with their 
new pesticides banishing common 
pests (and their natural predators) 
from the fields. Although these pests 
developed immunities to the 
chemicals on occasion, there would 
soon be another chemical product 
with even more power to defeat 
them. 

All this meant that organic 


growing was from a bygone age, with 
food growers seeing the future as 
profit-related. 

But now, food growers and 
scientists alike are beginning to 
realise the catastrophic effects that 
happen when you pursue a policy of 
wanton destruction of Nature's 
balance. 

What wasn't realised previously 
was that the soil was already blessed 
with an inherent fertility arising from 
hundreds of years of careful 
husbandry. Since farming and 
gardening began, we always put into 
our soils far more than we ever took 
out. In the last few decades it is 
clear that the land in this country has 
seen its fertility decrease rapidly. 
Chemicals introduced in order to prop 
up nutrient levels artificially are 
merely draining the soil still further, 
as they are not adding long-lasting 
natural nutrients. 

Pests and diseases are also on 
the increase. Since the introduction 
of these artificial pesticides, which 
indiscriminately kill off natural 
predators as well as the pest, the 
problems have never been greater. 
There is little doubt that we can only 
play around with nature for so long 
before it bites back. 

There is little doubt that our own 
health and wellbeing is reliant on 
food producers returning to old 
methods that are far more natural. 
The only drawback as I see it is that 
harvest volumes and profit margins 
will reduce. Even so, we would still 
produce adequate harvests. 

Although we have gone wrong 
with the way we produce food in 
recent decades, there is no reason 
why we can't learn from these 
mistakes. It has given us a clearer 
understanding of how good organic 
practices are more beneficial in 
comparison. 

I accept we must control pests 
too, but we must not control them at 
the expense of their natural 
predators as we are laying ona 
whole heap of trouble for ourselves 
too. 

Enlightened gardeners and 
farmers are beginning to see the 
truth and benefits behind organic 
growing. But as for organics being 
the future of food production, I'll hold 
my breath and watch with interest. 
The disruptive influence that big 
business has on organic growing is 
not good for the organic movement. 
But it is us, the consumers, who 
have the last say. 

So lets all make a stand and 
insist that organic growing, in it 
entirety and running at its full 
potential, is the future. 


Happy Gardening, 
STUART MABBUTT 
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UKdadsS «& The Potential Project 


Looking for a 


little advice? 

If you're looking for help with 
parenting, whether that's 
practical support or just some 
much-needed advice, head to 
Dadszone. Every 2nd and 4th 
Friday in the month, the 
Dadszone team will be at 26 
Kingfisher Green to offer 
advice and support for 
parents. 


Time with the kids 


Dadszone, in conjunction 
with Cuddesdon Corner 
Family Centre, offers a 
regular chance for dads to 
spend stress-free time with 
their kids. It's every 2nd and 
4th Saturday in the month 
and everyone is welcome. 
For more information, ring 
Carlton on the usual number 
or Marie from the Family 
Centre on 01865 773263. 
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Clowning around: Leys kids show off their new look 


, Great kick-off 


Leys Unity, the brand-new 
under-15s football team, 
has got off to a good start. 


THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS got a 
whole lot more exciting on 
Wednesday 23rd August, when 
UKdads/The Potential Project 
held a fun day outside their 
Kingfisher Green base. 

Some kids queued up to be 
transformed into outlandish 
creatures through the magic of 
face-painting, while others let 
off steam on the bouncy castle 
or tucked into hot dogs and 
burgers from the barbecue. 

UKdads would like to offer 
special thanks to: 

@ All local residents who helped 
to plan and run the day 

® The Inflatables, who kindly 
donated a bouncy castle free of 
charge for the day. Anybody 
interested in hiring from The 
Inflatables can contact them on 
01865 370315 or 07858 
029361, or visit www.the- 
inflatables.com 

@® Amelia Martin, the face- 
painter, who kindly donated her 


Bingo! 
UKdads are now running a bingo 


session at Kingfisher Green 
every Wednesday from 1pm to 


LIONS AND TIGERS AND ...SPIDERMAN? 


services for the day free of 
charge. She can be contacted 
on 01865 748505 

@ The Bowlplex, for donating 
four tickets as treasure hunt 
prizes. 


Picture: Roy Simmonds 


Spiderman, also known as 
Adam Brown of Greater Leys, 
with dad Steven 


If you have any ideas for 
what UKdads/The Potential 
Project can do in the 
future, please come along 
to one of our sessions and 


Their first game was on 
Sunday 10th September at 
Horspath. The Horspath 
team gained a 3-2 victory, 
but the Leys boys 
acquitted themselves well 
against such a strong side. 


2:30pm. let us know. 


UKdads & The Potential Project 


Feedback required 26 Kingfishers Green, 
: ; ? Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 
Has the UKdads project achieved its [IRranMoni:\-siearcepscrs) 


aims? Leys residents can have their ukdadsposse@yahoo.co.uk 
say at the Dissemination www.ukdadsposse.co.uk 
Conference on 26th October (10am 
- 4pm). Entry is free, including 
lunch, but booking is necessary 
because of lunch numbers. 


Supported by the European Social 
Fund, Oxfordshire County Council, 


and Learning and Skills Council. 
Photo: Rik Marshall 
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SUMMER SUCCESS IN THE LEYS 


Great potential: talented dance workshop participants 


BY KOHINOOR SAHOTA 


OVER THE SUMMER in Blackbird 
Leys, activities ranging from 
dance, music and art to sports and 
computing ensured that our 
youngsters were not left 
complaining of boredom. 

The initiative was aimed at 8- 
19-year-olds, and with the help of 
CDI workers, all those that took 
part declared it a definite success. 
Up to fifty children turned up each 


day to the sites at the BBLs Youth 
Centre, Pegasus School and the 
Leisure Centre. Aiden Cummins, 
13, who came from as far as 
Summertown to partake in the 
sports on offer, said, "I enjoyed 
everything about the project!" 
The scheme has even helped 
youngsters realise their potential. 
At least eight girls, who 
participated in the dance 
workshop, formed their own dance 
group called Merkage Chickz. After 


rehearsing each day for four 
weeks, with a CDI choreographer 
at hand, they got the opportunity 
to perform on August 25th at the 
Community Hall. 

For Shaleena Brown, 16, and 
her friends the workshop may be 
over, but their passion for dancing 
has just begun. Shaleena reveals, 
"I would like to dance for a career 
when I'm older," and she looks 
forward to next summer's 
activities with enthusiasm. 


Dovecote faces uncertain future 


Jennie Travis explains why funding constraints are casting a cloud over the 


Dovecote's work. 


THE DOVECOTE, AS we know 
it, has an uncertain future. 
Shepherd's Hill Pre-School 
have now moved to Windale 
Primary School, which means 
that their room is now vacant. 
The Dovecote Voluntary 
Parents Committee - who run 
the after-school and Saturday 
club, along with the holiday 
playschemes - have just found 
out that their Children in Need 
bid has been unsuccessful. 
The Dovecote Parents have 
been fundraising for the last 
twelve months in anticipation 
of their lottery grant coming to 
an end in September 2006. 
The Children in Need bid was 
the last bid that they were 
waiting to hear from and it has 
left them with an uncertain 
future. The Dovecote Voluntary 
Parents Committee has been 


running for 10 years and is a 
valued resource for parents on 
the Leys, working with over 
150 children aged 3 - 11 
throughout the year. 

As organisers of the 
playscheme, the Dovecote 
Voluntary Parents Committee 
also recently received a 'Very 
Good' in a recent inspection 
from Ofsted. Along with these 
projects, the Project Manager, 
Carol Richards, helps with 
fundraising for other voluntary 
groups who use the Dovecote. 
She also works on behalf of 
the Housing Consortium as the 
Dovecote Centre Manager. 

The Blackbird Leys Housing 
Consortium (made up of 
Catalyst Communities, Oxford 
Citizens Housing Association 
and Cherwell Housing Trust) 
will be working together with 


the Dovecote Voluntary Parents 
Committee to look at a project 
that could include the use of 
the whole building. Ideas so 
far have been to expand on 
the services already provided 
in the Dovecote and create a 
family drop-in centre, similar 
to Donnington Doorstep in East 
Oxford. Activities could include 
‘stay and play', training, 
cooking and even a shoppers' 
creche. However, this will be 
reliant on securing future 
funding to be able to develop 
the whole centre in this way. 


If you have any views or ideas 
about the future of the 
Dovecote, please get in touch 
with Carol Richards on 01865 
712299 or email 
carolrichards15@hotmail.com 
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School Life After 16 


There have been major changes in post-16 courses at 
Peers School. Reporter Kohinoor Sahota went to find 


out more. 

More students than ever have 
chosen to stay on in post-16 
education at Peers School. At 
least fifty students are studying 
for their BTEC qualifications this 
year, which will eventually lead 
them to their A-levels. 

Linda Baynham, the Head of 
Sixth Form, said: "We have had 
the programme going for several 
years now, but this is the first 
time that we have decided that 
all our courses for year twelve 
students are going to be at a 
BTEC level." 

"There were a variety of 
reasons why we thought this 
change would be for the best. 
For some of the students it will 
be the preparation they need for 
an apprenticeship, and for others 
it will be the preparation they 
need for employment." 

BTEC is the equivalent of four 
GCSEs and the course lasts one 
year. With A-levels no longer on 
offer at the school, this extra 
year bridges the gap for students 
who then decide to continue 
studying. There are four subjects 
on offer: Construction, Sports 
Study, Health & Social Care and 
Countryside & Environment. 

Grant Thomas, 19, said: "I 
found the transition from GCSE 
to BTEC easy. I think that if I had 
made the transition from GCSE 
to A-level it would have been 
more difficult." 

David Lemmin, 18, adds: "If I 
had gone to a different school it 
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Preparing youngsters for 
employment: Linda Baynham, 


Head of Sixth Form 


Picture: Kohinoor Sahota 


would have been harder. By 
doing my BTEC course in Sports 
Study I got the chance to 
concentrate on what I wanted to 
do. I hope to go to Cardiff 
University and eventually 
become a teacher." 

Grant and David have both 
chosen to be teaching assistants 
this year for more experience. 
David adds: "A lot of the 
students like the fact that we 
have been to _ this school 
ourselves, as they can relate to 
us." 

Over the summer, Peers 
celebrated improved GCSE 
results. 26% of students 
achieved five A*-C grades, a rise 
of three per cent from last year. 
And those students hope to 
continue that success with their 
BTEC results this year. 


FROM THE 
BLACKBIRD LEYS CREDIT UNION 


Standard Loans: 
up to £500 first loan 


£500 - £700 second and further loans 


Borrow £500 for 1 year; you pay back £565 
(compared with £650 - £800 from the "Provi" and other 


loan companies). 


(compared with 50% - 200% APR from loan 


companies) 


@ Loan available within 7 days of applying 
@ No savings or collateral needed 

© 6 months - 12 months repayment 

@ No charges for early repayment. 


All borrowers become members of the Blackbird Leys Credit 
Union. There is no charge for this and no requirement to have 


savings. 


Saver Loans: 


even cheaper loans £50 - £3000 and more, 
(for members who keep up an agreed level of savings) 


Borrow £500 for | year; you pay back £538 


@ Loan available within 1 month maximum 
(smaller loans available sooner) 

© 6 months - 3 years repayment 

@ No charges for early repayment. 


Leys Linx Centre, Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HW 
Tel: 01865 718503 
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LEYS NEWS SHORT STORY 


The Stranger 


By Colin 


I'm unsure why I noticed him or 
what force within me found him 
so remarkable. But he was a 
stranger. 

The streets began to thrive as 
the sun came out and chatter 
and laughter filled the air. 


Children running excited towards 
the schools and the shops. Cars 


queuing at the traffic lights. Just 
another Monday morning on the 
Blackbird Leys estate. 

I pulled my cart full of the 
weekend’s rubbish, left on the 
sidewalks. Yet I kept an eye on 
the stranger, in the long coat, 
who walked in a lazy familiar 
way. I followed him. My curiosity 
drove me. And I_ wasn't 
disappointed. 

The stranger saw a boy of no 
more than six fall over as he ran. 


Soapbox 


Time to speak 


out or shut up 


Debbie Scrivener 
argues for a change in 
perspective. 


EVERYBODY ON THE Leys has 
heard about the recent stabbing 
on Pegasus Road - it's hard to 
avoid hearing about it. The 
incident is sad and terrible in 
itself, but greater damage is 
done by people's reaction to it. 
It's been blown out of all 
proportion. There are about 
15,000 people living on the 
Leys, and most of us are hard- 
working people who know our 
neighbours and get on with 
them. Then one incident 
happens and all the good 
aspects of life here are 
forgotten. 

There are so many people 
working extremely hard to 
change the bad perception of 
Blackbird Leys, so why should 
we let one incident undo our 
good work? It really saddens 
and angers me to hear people 
focusing on crime. There is so 


The boy cried as he rubbed his 
bleeding knee. The stranger 
stopped by the boy and picked 
him up. He reached into his 
pocket and pulled out a bright 
clean handkerchief and placed it 
onto the bleeding knee. He 
smiled at the boy and walked on. 

As I pulled my cart alongside 
the boy. he reached down and 
pulled the handkerchief from his 
knee and it was healed. There 
was not a scratch on it. His eyes 
bright in amazement as he 
looked at his knee and then at 
the handkerchief. 

“This is a wonder," I said to 
myself. So I _ followed the 
stranger, afraid I might miss 
something important and 
amazing. 

Further on I saw the stranger 
stop and cross over the road. He 
saw the little girl before I did. 
She was crying outside the 
school gates. Her mother was 
talking to another woman, 


much else going on here: we 
have a recording studio, a 
brand new leisure centre, a 
youth club, a family centre and 
a summer project. CDI do 
amazing activities - where else 
do you get to do such exciting 
activities for a pound a day? 
The finale of the CDI summer 
project! brought tears to my 
eyes. Everybody chipped in 
along with the kids to make it 
happen. 

People here don't always 
appreciate what a tight-knit 
community it is on the Leys, 
and how welcome everybody is 
made to feel. But compare it to 
my parents’ experience of 
British life and you'll see how 
lucky we are. My parents came 
to Britain from the Caribbean 
island of St Vincent in the early 
1960s. Back then, being black 
in Britain was tough. There 
were actually signs up in many 
places saying "No blacks, no 
dogs, no Irish". My mum and 
dad worked hard and took a lot 
of stick. Their generation paved 
the way for us to feel at home 
here. I'm working hard too, to 
change perceptions and be a 
positive role model for young 
black people. 

Gossip about the stabbing is 


ignoring the little girl’s tears. The 
stranger walked over to her and 
she looked up at him in mystery. 
The stranger reached in his 
pocket again and pulled out 
another clean bright 
handkerchief and pressed it into 
the little girl’s hand to wipe away 
the tears. He walked on again 
past the two women talking. 

As I pulled my cart alongside 
the little girl, I saw her pull the 
handkerchief away from her eyes 
and she smiled at me. Not a tear 
in sight. The handkerchief was 
dry and clean, just as it had been 
given to her. 

I was breathless now and 
walked quicker to get closer to 
the stranger. The sun was hot 
and I was sweating in my jacket. 
At the crossroads at the end of 
the road I was shocked as I came 
face to face with the stranger. I 
was about to say something 
when he reached inside his 
pocket again and pulled out 


harmful because it damages 
community relations. Because 
it's thought that black people 
were involved in the incident, 
some people are pointing a 
finger at the entire black 
community. Negativity has a 
domino effect, but who 
seriously wants to undo the 
progress of the last forty years? 

I love my community. I feel 
safe in Blackbird Leys, feel 
happy and part of the 
community. In England, I don't 
know that there's a better place 
than the Leys to live. I've lived 
most of my life here, and I've 
never felt so much part of 
something. I really don't know 
anywhere like this in the 
country - doing all this, with all 
these facilities. So many 
organisations and individuals 
are working to help with 
different aspects of life here: 
education, fun, emotional help. 
Just off the top of my head, 
there's the Agnes Smith advice 
centre for your money worries, 
Homestart for childcare, Friends 
of the Park, streetwardens... 

I'm not denying that drugs 
and crime are problems, but we 
should work together rather 
than complaining. Instead, 
there's this silence. The 


another handkerchief. I watched 
him wipe my brow which was 
drenched in sweat. I placed my 
hand on the hankie and held it to 
my head to wipe the sweat away 
properly. When I pulled the 
handkerchief away it was bone 
dry, and I realised the stranger 
was gone. 

I was unsure what to do or 
say. I pulled my cart onto the 
depot to empty it. As I got near 
to the alley behind it, I saw a 
figure in a long coat hunched 
over. I walked on and as I neared 
him I noticed three things. Firstly 
he was sweating. Secondly I saw 
he was~ crying his heart out. 
Then to my amazement he had 
also got a bleeding knee from a 
fall. 

It could not have been the 
stranger with three  hand- 
kerchiefs - or could it? Have you 
seen the stranger from Blackbird 
Leys? 


unwritten rule of the street is 
that you say nothing. That's not 
acceptable in this situation, but 
people are brought up to 
believe it is. The Independent 
Working Class Association 
(IWCA) have the right 
approach: they're working to 
single out drug dealers because 
they're polluting the 
community. But people are 
afraid to talk. Everyone is 
welcome to live here, but it's 
not acceptable if your actions 
are offending others. 

I think it's up to everybody 
on the Leys to challenge bad 
attitudes and the culture of 
silence. If you think someone 
knows something about a 
crime, encourage them to 
speak out by saying, "What if 
the victim was your brother, or 
your dad?" If we stand strong 
as a community and speak out, 
we can get rid of these 
problems. 

Personally, I challenge 
people who criticise the Leys. 
It's certainly not all bad and 
negative. These isolated bad 
incidents don't define the Leys - 
there's so much more here. 
Overall, it's an amazing place, 
and it's up to all of us to keep it 
that way. 


The opinions expressed in this column are those of the author, and not necessarily those of Leys News. Soapbox is a space for local 
people to write about what's on their mind. Is there something that makes you angry? Or something that you love about the Leys? 
Perhaps you have an ingenious idea. If so, please send an email to mail@leysnews.co.uk, or write to Soapbox, Leys News, 26 Kingfisher 
Green, Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX. 
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Less mobile readers miss 
out 

It is an extremely long 
time since I was receiving a 
copy of Leys News, except for 
one or two copies round 
about the time of the 
election. 

I am partially housebound 
through decreased mobility 
and have applied for a postal 
vote, which I believe 
becomes operative at the 
next election. 

I had to visit the Council 
Office, yesterday, by taxi in 
order to collect green gardens 
rubbish ways where I picked 
up (Page 1 & 2 only) of Issue 
No. 49. 

I should be pleased if you 
could arrange delivery of 
copies of Leys News to me 
please. 

Dorothy Gibson (Mrs) 
Cuddesdon Way 


The staff at Leys News were 
very concerned to hear of 
your problems receiving Leys 
News, and will look into the 
distribution problems facing 
your street. In the meantime, 
we have posted you the most 
recent two issues of Leys 
News, so you can catch up on 
the latest community 
information. Ed. 


Thanks for letting us 
speak 
Just read the lovely article 
with photo about BLAG. 
Thank you for giving us the 
opportunity to share our 
thoughts on the tree with the 
community and the 
background that goes with it. 
It all helps people to feel 
ownership with a piece of 
‘modern art’. 
Karen Godwin 
BLAG 
(Blackbird Leys Art Group) 


BLACKBIRD LEYS 
LOCAL HISTORY DAY 


Interested in 
Local History? 


Are you interested in 
learning about your family 
history? Or do you want to 
know more about where 
you live? This could well 
be the opportunity to get 
you started! 


On Friday 10th November, 
Blackbird Leys Library will be 
hosting its first ever Local History 
Day. Following on from the 
success of Local History Day 
roadshows in Carterton and Hook 
Norton, staff from the Oxfordshire 
Record Office and the Oxfordshire 
Studies Library and Museum 
Service will be on hand to answer 
your queries. 

This is a free event open to 
everyone. 


Pegasus Road, 
Blackbird Leys 
Tel: Gill 01865 730009 


Drop in any time from 2.00pm 
to 7.00pm. We look forward to 
seeing you! 


Class For All Standards! 


Beginners Always Welcome! 


Fossa rat eg 


Tuesday 6-7pm/Thursday 5.45-6.45pm. 


Debbie Walker, 
Library Manager. 
Blackbird Leys Library 


come and join us ; Blackbird Leys Road 
08700 75 A k= Siping iieaisrs dpehtingale Ave) one ne ee 


www.slimming-world.com disc 


over the amazing you 
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Blackbird Leys Credit 
Union - 16 Years On 


How many people borrow money? A bit of credit helps when 
Christmas comes round, at holiday time, when school starts, 
when a big bill comes in, when you want to do up the 


kitchen. .. 
BY JIM HEWITT 


IN FACT, A lot of people in 
Blackbird Leys and Greater 
Leys take a loan from time to 
time to help with the budget, 
and most of them use doorstep 
lenders: loan companies like 
the "Provi" who come to your 
front door to make the loans 
and collect the payments. Most 
people on the Leys who borrow 
money, borrow it from 
companies like the "Provi". And 
they pay for the privilege - 
often between 60% and 200% 
interest. 

Some of us think this is too 
much for people living on the 
Leys to pay. It makes a good 
profit for the loan companies, 
but most of the people here 
can't afford to keep on paying 
for those profits. 

Some years 


ago, local 


people got together to set up 
their own lending service - the 
Blackbird Leys Credit Union. 
When we started, in 1989, we 
found that people from the 


Caribbean or from Ireland 
understood at once what we 
were talking about, because 
there were already hundreds of 
credit unions operating in these 
countries. But others, brought 
up in England where credit 
unions were not well known, 
had to have the whole idea 
explained. 

Two local people, Marion 
and Peter Delaney (living in 
Sawpit Road) became vigorous 
promoters of the Credit Union, 
and the Holy Family Church 
gave support by providing an 
office and allowing me (as the 
church's community worker) to 
give it some of my time. 

The Blackbird Leys Credit 
Union has been registered to 
make loans since 1994, and at 
present has about £24,000 out 
on loan to its members. Until 
recently, all borrowers had to 
put money into a _ savings 
account and then they could 
borrow up to three times what 
they had saved. It works for 
some people, but others just 
can't manage to build up their 
savings and so the Credit Union 
hasn't been so helpful for them. 

This is a pity - because 


many of those people end up 
borrowing from the Provi or 
some other loan company, and 
the amount they pay back in 
interest is more than their 
savings and their interest 
would be if they were 
borrowing from the Credit 
Union. 

But that could all change 
from now on. The Credit Union 
has opened up a fund for loans 
to non-savers. Standard Loans 
at 2% per month (less than 
26% APR) will be much cheaper 
than loans from the door-to- 
door loan companies, and 
anyone who is able to build up 
savings can apply for a Saver 
Loan at 1% per month 
(12.68% APR). 

This is a real breakthrough 
for the Leys. Hundreds of 
people who are now paying a 
lot of money for their loans will 
be able to keep two thirds, 
three quarters or even more of 
that money for themselves. 
What the Credit Union asks is 
for responsible people: people 
who will look before they leap 
and only borrow what they 
know they can pay back; and 
people who will be responsible 
about making their repayments 
regularly. 

A credit union is a co- 
operative. It's run by local 
people and the members who 
put in savings are_ the 
shareholders. When the credit 
union makes a profit, it is 
shared out among the 
members as a dividend (or 
sometimes as a loan rebate). A 
credit union needs to have 
some paid workers (currently 
provided for Blackbird Leys by 
Holy Family Church) and a 
number of voluntary workers, 
members of the local 
community who give anything 
from 2 hours a month to 3 
hours a week to_- serve 
members at the Credit Union 
counter of to” get the 
management and = accounts 
work done "backstage". 

At present Blackbird Leys 
Credit Union has nearly 20 
volunteers, most of them local 
people, who are giving their 
time to run what they believe is 
a valuable service to the 


community. Some of our long- 
serving volunteers, local people 
like Philomena Nelson, Vivien 
Williams, Lorraine Mc Nally, and 
Parminder Dhaliwal, are on the 
Management Committee. 
Others, like Cora Spencer and 
Reuben Ogwo, make up the 
Loans Committee. Many 
people will know Geoffrey 
Richardson, who has charge of 
the counter on Monday 
mornings (and in his spare time 
helps people in a_ poor 
community in India to build 
their own houses) or Nirmala 
Devi who has been helping to 
operate the accounts for the 
past three years, or June 
Smith, who keeps a watchful 
auditor's eye on what the rest 
of us are doing. There are 
several other volunteers I 
haven’t named, and they come 
from all parts of Blackbird Leys 
and Greater Leys. 

Blackbird Leys Credit Union 
has been growing rapidly over 
the past three years and as well 
as savings and loans it handles 
wages and benefits payments 
for members and will cash 
cheques free of charge. All of 
these services are much 
needed, and providing them 
keeps us busy, but happy too, 
because we all believe in the 
service we are providing. We 
make friends from _ the 
members who use our services, 
and are encouraged to see how 
helpful the Credit Union can be 
to them. 

The Credit Union is now 
located in the Leys Linx Centre 
at the front of the Blackbird 
Leys Community Centre (tel 
718503). It's handy for the 
shops and other facilities and is 
open Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays, as well 
as Saturday mornings. It also 
opens for a session (10am - 
2pm) on Wednesdays at the 
new Leys Health Centre, where 
Lex Francis holds the fort. 

The Blackbird Leys Credit 
Union is looking forward to the 
next year, expanding its loan 
services, and keeping up the 
high level of financial services 
that our members have come 
to expect. 


A CHANCE TO JOIN THE COUNCIL 
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Your Representatives 
PARISH COUNCIL 


Chairman: Brian Lester (Blackbird Leys Ward). Vice Chair: Bob 
Avery (Blackbird Leys Ward). Treasurer/Secretary: Sharon Cole. 
Secretary: Helen Shayler. Non position holders: Lee Cole (see 
City Council section below), Chris Hatton, Rae Humberstone (see 
City Council section below), Cyril Martin, Gordon Roper 


For further details telephone 01865 734346 during office hours of 
8am-6pm, Monday to Friday. Answering service outside office hours. 
Alternatively, email hjc-admin@oxfree.com 

The mailing address for the Parish Council is Mrs Helen Shayler, 
Parish Clerk, 10 Swan Street, Oxford OX29 4HU. 


OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 


Blackbird Leys Ward: 

Lee Cole - Independent Working Class Association 

31 Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7WS, 07886 463580 
Surgery: Every Thursday from 6.30-7.30pm at the Clockhouse, 
Greater Leys. 

Rae Humberstone - Labour 

75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys, 01865 779678 

Email: raehumberstone@btinternet.com 

Surgery: 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month at Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, 1lam-12pm 


Northfield Brook Ward: 

Jane Elizabeth Lacey - Independent Working Class Association 
71 Knights Road, Blackbird Leys, 07947 225297 

Surgery: No weekly surgery, but available by telephone 


OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 


Leys & Lye Division 

Val Smith - Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD, 01865 305080 
val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Surgery: 3rd Saturday of the month from 11am-12pm at Blackbird 
Leys Community Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. 

Barbara Gatehouse - Labour 

51 Ash Grove, Headington, Oxford, OX3 9JN, 01865 741060 
barbara.gatehouse@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


WHAT DO 
AREA COMMITTEES D0? 


The six Area Committees are responsible 
for the following: 

ABANDONED VEHICLES, 
ALLOTMENTS, CEMETERIES, 
DECISIONS ON PLANNING 
APPLICATIONS, DOG WARDENS, 
DITCHES AND STREAMS, PUBLIC 
TOILETS, CAR PARKS, PARKS & 
COUNTRYSIDE MANAGEMENT, 
STREET CLEANING, STREET 
NAMING, COMMUNITY CENTRES. 


PPA 
OXFORD 
CITY 


COUNCIL 


SOUTH EAST 


a) AREA COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
ae @ | Ring 252249 for further information 


9th October 
6.30pm 
Rose Hill 


6th November 
6.00pm 
Cardinal House, 


Councillor Brian Lester asks: Are you interested? 


THE PARISH COUNCIL has five 
unfilled places. Are you 
interested? Our meetings 
normally take place on the first 
Tuesday of the month. They start 
at 7.30pm and usually finish 
between 9.00pm and 9.30pm. We 
are a friendly lot and all residents 
are welcome. 

We are looking for residents 
who want to put something back 
into the estate and have ideas on 
topics such as: what youngsters 


Littlemore 
(to be confirmed) 


Community 
Centre 


want, how to improve our parks, 
rubbish, the dumping of 
abandoned vehicles, environment 
issues . . . in short, anything that 
helps to better our estate’s image. 

One of our Councillors looks 
after issues with the streams that 
run through the estate, another 
looks after issues with 
Spindleberry Park, one attends 
the NAT meetings, one looks after 
the Parish website, one looks after 
cleansing problems. So you can 


see that there are a lot of things 
to cover. 

If you live at one of the 
entrances to Blackbird or Greater 
Leys do you want a welcome sign 
similar to the one on Blackbird 
Leys junction Sandy Lane West? 
Let us know. 


4th December 
6.00pm 

Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre 


ROSE HILL 
BLACKBIRD LE’ 


South East 


LITTLEMORE 


The next Parish meeting is 3rd 
October in the Jack Argent room 
at the Community Centre. Try to 
come and air your views. 


Oxford United: 


It's been a great start to the season 
for Jim Smith's Oxford United 


All White on the Night 


United's club shop 
is now selling the 
brand new white 
away kit. The new 
home shirt has 
been a runaway 
success, and the 
new white shirt, 
designed by Carlotti 
with blue and 
yellow trim, is sure 
to follow suit. 

The club shop is 
open from 10am to 
5pm Monday and is 
situated to the 
right of the VUE 
cinema 

The new white 
shirt is priced at 
£39.99 for adults, 
£29.99 for youths 
and £18.99 for 
infants 


United's forthcoming 


fixtures: 


Southport (H) Tuesday, October 3rd 
Forest Green Rovers (A) Friday, October 6th 


Kidderminster Harriers (A) Tuesday, October 10th 


Altrincham (H) Saturday, October 14th 
Cambridge United (A) Saturday, October 21st 


FA CUP 4TH Qualifying Round Saturday, October 28th 


Aldershot Town (H) Saturday, November 4th 
FA Cup ist Round Saturday, 11th November 


Gravesend & Northfleet (A) Saturday, November 18th 


Tamworth (H) Saturday, November 25th 


THE U's HAVE stormed to 
the top of the Nationwide 
Conference, and are 
unbeaten this season as 
they look to bounce back 
into the Football League at 
the first attempt. 

After ten games, United 
are still unbeaten including 
eight victories and two 
draws, and with the side 
playing their best football in 
years crowds are on the up. 

Communications 
Manager Chris Williams 
writes: 

"It's not just that the 
team is winning, it's the 
way they are winning and 
the way the fans have got 
behind them. People are 
turning up in numbers and 
playing a huge part in the 
team's success by cheering 
the players on. It's fantastic 
to see, and there's a real 
feeling of everyone being in 
it together. 

"We have some difficult 
games coming up at home, 
but we've made an excellent 
start and the club is moving 
forward again." 


United link with Peers 


we) %, ee ba 


UNITED'S COMMITMENT TO youth 
development has been shown in many 
ways over the last week. On Friday 
fifteen-year-old Declan Benjamin 
signed an agreement to join the club 
at the end of the season, and that was 
swiftly followed by the appointment of 
Jimmy Morgan as Youth Development 
Chief Scout. But it's not just people 
who make the Youth Development 
programme work; it's also all about 
facilities. 

Over the years The U's have had a 
great relationship with Peers School in 
Littlkemore, a school which has 
produced future England star Mark 
Wright, United stars Mark Jones and 
Chrissy Allen, as well as young Declan, 
and we are pleased to announce a new 
Development Centre, based at the 
school. 

United will provide support for the 
school in the form of coaching during 
curriculum time, and will have one and 


a half hours of coaching time after 
school to build the Development 
Centre. Coaches will work with young 
footballers at the school and then 
recommend any they feel deserve a 
trial at the Centre of Excellence. 

This is the first stage in a wider 
reaching programme which we hope 
will extend to many schools around 
Oxford and the surrounding area, and 
Youth Development Officer Les Taylor 
told us: 

"It's a great new partnership and 
one which we think will have benefits 
for both parties. We can help the 
school by offering coaching and our 
expertise. We then can get to work 
with and develop the best players at 
the school. It's the first step to really 
expanding our operations, and as 
we've always said, it's all about finding 
the best talent in Oxfordshire and 
helping them right through to 
hopefully playing in our first team." 


